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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Aug. 1~, 1981 
CHARLESTON, IL--Dr. John Keiser, President of Boise State (Utah) University, 
has been named a distinguished alumnus of Eastern Illinois University. The award 
will be presented at Homecoming on October 17. 
Keiser graduated from Eastern with honors in 1958. He holds graduate degrees 
from Northwestern University. He taught at Westminister College in Missouri, at 
Eastern, and at Sangamon State in Springfield before going to Boise. 
At Sangamon he served as vice president of academic affairs and was acting 
president in 1978. Keiser has had two books published and has twice won the 
Harry Pratt Award for the most significant articles in the Journal of the Illinois 
Historical Association. 
Keiser is a native of Mt. Olive, Ill. He played football and baseball at 
Eastern and was active in the French and English clubs. He is married to the 
former Nancy Peterka, also an Eastern graduate. Dr. and Mrs. Keiser are the 
parents of three boys. 
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